Equine Science, Cert. (UQG)

Program Description

The purpose of the equine certificate program is to provide disciplinary specific knowledge and training
to prepare students for careers in equine production/industry or to continue their post graduate
education. The Department of Animal Science (ANSC) offers the following degree program: a B.S.
degree in ANSC with either a production/industry or science option and two certificate programs:
equine science and meat science.

Outcome — Communicate Effectively

Communicate effectively across multiple mediums. Create a central message that is compelling and
delivered in a manner appropriate for the audience.

Measure - Infographic

Data Collection: Data gathered from a student assignment that requires the creation of an
infographic to inform the public about a horse related topic (i.e., pathology, behavior, nutrition,
transportation, etc). The data collected will be a feedback form that utilizes a rubric with a
general assessment of student infographic. Data will be gathered within the required certificate
course, ANSC 201. Data will be generated by instructors.

Methodology or data analysis strategy: The rubric categories of topic, graphics, writing, and
overall quality will be captured. The total for these categories will be calculated and the
numeric score utilized for determination of target met. [See rubric under Supporting
Documentation.)

Target

70% of students will receive a numeric score of 70 or greater.

Finding: Met

The target was met in that 77% of students met the target score of 70 or greater. This score
is based upon overall quality. Within the additional subcategories of topic, graphics, and
writing, the range of scores were more highly variable, yet the averages did meet the target
in each area. Students received the highest marks in the areas of topic and graphics and
the lowest in writing. While not formally calculated, the most frequent feedback was an
excess of text on the infographic.

Use of Results

The students met the target for the overall quality, topic, graphics, and writing. However, the
general summary is that while the target was met in all categories, the poorest performance
was in the area of writing. The most consistent feedback was that there was excess text
included in the infographic. As the outcome is communication, it is necessary to provide



instruction in the areas of visual, graphical, oral and written communication. Enabling
students to submit a rough draft and receive feedback is anticipated to result in an increase
total score and particularly on their written score as they will have the chance to

revise. Providing the opportunity for students to respond to feedback and make changes is
expected to improve mastery of the learning outcome. This revision to the assignment will
be included in the Spring 2022 semester.

Status Update on a Previous Action

As part of the ANSC UG degree program, of which the Equine Science Certificate is a component,
students are now required to participate in a high impact learning experience. In the Spring 21
Semester, students were required to complete an assignment asking them to pose a solution for a real
world problem they have encountered as part of their ANSC 399 (high impact learning experience)
course. This assignment was reviewed using a qualitative approach of coding focusing on application
of critical thinking within the student responses by the ANSC 399 coordinator. This provided a
complementary measure of critical thinking for all students completing the equine certificate. The
rationale is that incorporation of critical thinking into the high impact learning experiences will provide
students an opportunity to translate critical thinking skills into a real world application with which they
are personally connected.

Upon completion of this assessment, it was determined that this was a valuable metric but did not
impart any additional feedback or curricular instruction to have an immediate impact upon student
learning. Resultantly, this has spurred the revision of the curriculum in subsequent action plans for a
more direct impact on student learning.



Supporting Documentation
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